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Director’s Notes

Originally inspired by a play called C-R-E-P-U-S-C-L-E the play’s wri�ng team, including 
creator Rebecca Feldman were introduced to composer William Finn, believing that he 
could help them take the project to the next level. 
The collabora�on was frui�ul, and Finn, Feldman, and writer Rachel Sheinkin collabo-
rated to create the full-length musical that became The 25th Annual Putnam County 
Spelling Bee.
This lovely story of a group of socially awkward youngsters finding joy, heartache and a 
purpose in compe�ng at an American Spelling Bee premiered on Broadway in 2005 and 
has since become a firm favourite with produc�ons world-wide.
I have thoroughly enjoyed the rehearsal process for this li�le gem of a musical. It has a 
great improvisa�onal quality to it and there is so much more to it than I first thought. 
Each character has their own story to tell, their own insecurity and each goes on a 
journey as they compete in the Bee which acts as a catalyst for change. All the ‘Spellers’ 
candidly disclose hilarious and touching stories from their home life, ul�mately learning 
that winning isn’t everything. They all leave having learnt from the experience.

The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee is a musical comedy with music and lyrics 
by William Finn, a book by Rachel Sheinkin, conceived by Rebecca Feldman with addi-
�onal material by Jay Reiss. 

William Finn’s harmonies are amazing and I have fallen in love with them. His latest 
musical ‘Li�le Miss Sunshine’, based on the popular film, premiered at the Arcola 
Theatre in London on March 21st. It then goes on tour and arrives at the New Wolsey on 
20th May.
There has been so much fun, laughter and happiness in rehearsals amidst a great cama-
raderie and I would like to thank my lovely cast, crea�ve team and crew for their �me 
and talent. It’s been a real buzz! (please pardon the pun).

Steve Wooldridge
Director 



Proper�es ………....…...….. Sue Simmons, Dave Borthwick
Photography …… Olly Wood, Will Dowe, Dave Borthwick

Programme Content ....….....…………….. Steve Wooldridge

and members of the cast

Programme Design ………………….........……….. Steve Taplin

Set ……………............……………....…………… Dave Borthwick

Stage Manager …………............………………. Georgie Beard

Costumes ………………..........….…………….. Angela Whatling

Set Construc�on ………....…. Dave Borthwick, Rachel Doy,

Audio Visual ………………..........…....……………….. Will Dowe

Artwork …………………..…...........………………….. Wade Abli�

Front of House ….... Mike & Judy Wadman, Sue Goodall,

Norman Ru�erford, Mike Wadman,

Choreographer ………….........…………..………… Wade Abli�

Crea�ve/Produc�on Team

Margaret Mudd, Norman Ru�erford, Margaret Haddock

Director ………………….........………...……. Steve Wooldridge

Musical Director ……………….……..........…………. Olly Wood

Ligh�ng ………….............……………….………………. Will Dowe

William Alan Finn (born February 28, 1952) is mul� award-winning composer and lyricist 
of musicals. He is known for his musical False�os which received the 1992 Tony Award 
for Best Original Score as well as the 1992 Tony Award for Best Book of a Musical. More 
recent musicals include Make me A Song (2007), Li�le Miss Sunshine (2011), and the 
Royal Family of Broadway (2018).
His 2011 musical based on the film Li�le Miss Sunshine is coming to the New Wolsey 
in May of this year.



Musical Numbers

Act 2

Marcy’s Epiphany ………..…… Marcy, Mitch and Company

Chip’s Lament  ……............………..........…………………… Chip

The Rules ..............…….…………………… Panch and Spellers

Act 1 
The Twenty Fi�h Annual Spelling Bee .…... The Company

Spelling Montage  ……………........…….. Panch and Spellers

My Favourite Moment Of The Bee (Reprise) ............. Rona

Woe Is Me  ………......……… Logainne, Carl, Dan, Company

Woe Is Me (Reprise) ....…... Logainne, Mitch and Company 

Pandemonium (Reprise) …...….. Mitch, Chip and Company

My Favourite Moment Of The Bee ……..............…... Rona

Pandemonium ……...…… Panch, Chip, Mitch and Spellers

Prayer of the Comfort Counselor .... Mitch and Company

I’m Not That Smart (Reprise)  …........................………… Leaf

The I Love You Song ……......…… Olive and Olive’s Parents

Second ……………........…..… Barfée, Olive, Rona, Company

Magic Foot ……….........…….………….. Barfée and Company

My Friend The Dic�onary …………..... Olive and Company

Favourite Moment Of The Bee (Reprise) ................... Rona

I Speak Six Languages …......…….…… Marcy and Company

The Second Goodbye ……...............……………….. Company

The First Goodbye ……………......…………..........… Company

I’m Not That Smart ……….......................………………… Leaf 

Finale ……………………….............……………….. The Company

Cello ………….......................................…………… Lily Rayner
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Colin Abli�, Felixstowe Ferry Sailing Club

Jon Tavener, Eastern Angles
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Chris and Maggie Finbow, Museum St. Methodist Church



The Spellers

Cast

William Barfée …………............……………………….. Wade Abli�

Olive’s Dad ……………............……………………………. Steve Wa�

(in order of Appearance)

The Adults

Douglas Panch …………..............………………………….. Phil Cory
Mitch Mahoney ………...........…………………………… Jan Needle

Chip Tolen�no ……...............……………………………. Sam Brown
Logainne Schwartzandgrubenierre ….. Ebony-Brooke Rivers

Rona Lisa Perre� …………........……………………… Clare Dungey

Olive Ostrovsky ………............…………………………. Eliza Walker

Leaf Coneybear …………….........…………………. Dayle Saunders

Marcy Park ……………..........………………………… Aimee Salmon

Time: The Present
Place: A School Gymnasium

There will be an interval of approximately twenty minutes between Acts

this amateur produc�on is presented by arrangement with music theatre interna�onal (europe)







School-Day Reminiscences From The Cast

Wade had very few interests in school apart from English 
and Drama which has proven incredibly useful when 
performing in a musical about spelling. 
Some embarrassing school moments include si�ng in 
chocolate and having it on his uniform for an en�re day, 
singeing off the majority of his eyebrows in science class 
and countless forgo�en PE kits…

Wade Abli� (William Barfée)

My favourite primary school subject was history and led me 
to develop a love of the 1940s and WWII history.

Clare Dungey (Rona Lisa Perre�)

My earliest school memory is excitedly choosing ou�its to 
wear from the fancy dress box in Miss Gladwin’s Recep�on 
Class. This is a love I have never grown out of, clearly!

Both these thoughts serve to remind me just what an impact 
our educa�on has on shaping our future, and in this show, 
you will see a Spelling Bee doing just that.
I was actually quite good at spelling at school but I am pre�y 
relieved that I don’t have to spell in this show - I would 
definitely be a candidate for using Logainne’s technique!
I dedicate this performance to all those working hard every 
day to shape young lives and also to the two li�le cheeky 
monkeys I am a�emp�ng to shape at home every day along 
with my paren�ng teammate, Andy!

My favourite subject at school was drama, of course! 

Aimee Salmon (Marcy Park)

My best memory from school was when I got to go on a 
school trip to the Millennium Dome, although I was too 
scared to go on anything. 
My most embarrassing moment in school was when I drew 
on a chair and the teacher said “whoever drew on this will be 
in big trouble” I told my mum it was me and she marched me 
straight back to school to confess. Safe to say I never drew on 
anything ever again!



Ebony-Brooke Rivers (Logainne Schwartzandgrubenierre)

My favourite subjects at school were Drama and History. 
My best memory from school is being so good at spelling 
that I was exempt from tests! 
My most embarrassing memory from school is ge�ng le� 
in the school toilets when the rest of my nursery went on a 
school trip to the park.

I remember school fondly and my favourite subjects were 
language based – German, French, English. 
I have always had a love of the English Language (and its 
deriva�ons) which I think I inherited from my father who 
could always be found trying to complete a crossword. It 
has certainly helped in my spelling, which I do alright at, to 
the point I have now joined the Spelling Police(!) and frown 
upon mis-spelt words. I know my son has inherited this as 
well as he is a very keen speller.

Phil Cory (Vice Principal Douglas Panch)

Sam Brown (Chip Tolen�no)

My favourite subject at school was P.E.
My favourite moment was in year 6 when our team won 
the tournament against 5 other schools in the area. We 
won on penal�es and the celebra�ons went on for 
minutes! (absolute scenes). 
My most embarrassing moment was in year 5 when we 
went swimming and had to wear Speedos. When I com-
plained and called them ‘budgie smugglers’ the teachers 
told me off even though they laughed when I said it. And 
before you ask, the Speedos were thrown away a long �me 
ago. 



Eliza’s favourite subject at school was English as she loved 
to read, ironically Eliza is not the best speller and really did 
have a dic�onary to hand in class at all �mes. Her most 
embarrassing memory was her tooth falling out when 
reading out loud in class.

Eliza Walker (Olive Ostrovsky)

Steve Wa� (Olive’s Dad)

My favourite subject at school was German. I had a really 
inspiring teacher who had really fun ways of teaching. My 
most embarrassing moment was when I was ge�ng 
changed for P.E. and everyone saw  I was wearing the 
underpants I'd made in home economics. My friends from 
school s�ll bring it up now. I was ok at spelling though..

Dayle Saunders (Leaf Coneybear)

My favourite subject at school was Drama and Maths.

My most embarrassing moment was finally ge�ng a 
chance to play cricket with the cool kids only to go and 
swat the wickets with my bat on my first run. Apparently 
you're not meant to secure your run by walloping the 
wicket. But I'm completely over it…

My favourite moment was in year 2 when I conquered 
both my designated races at the yearly Sports Day. I totally 
wore my two 1st place s�ckers all day to establish alpha 
over my classmates.



Jan's favourite subject at school was foreign languages, 
although she can't quite speak six of them yet! She was 
captain of the Netball team and her most embarrassing 
memory was forge�ng to pack her gym knickers in her kit 
before se�ng out for a match against another school.

Jan Needle (Mitch Mahoney)

Olly Wood (Musical Director)

Olly was considered an insufferable pain in the ass 
throughout Primary School. His favourite subject was 
maths and his least favourite memory was seeing a cloud 
of chlorinated nits appear from a girls hair in the local 
swimming pool.

I loved spelling at Primary School and looked forward, 
rather perversely, to the one hundred word tests we had 
on a Friday a�ernoon. My most embarrassing moment was 
being a member of the school Morris Dancing Team (in 
London you ask!) and both sets of bells dropping to my 
ankles when giving a demonstra�on at a local school.
I failed my 11+ exam, as it was then, but was given a 
Governors’ place at a pres�gious Grammar School in 
Ba�ersea where I found  a love of Foreign Languages, 
eventually taking a Degree in German and Drama. Ge�ng 
that Governors’ place changed my life completely.

Steve Wooldridge (Director)



Although we have a strong pool of performers new blood and talent is always 
welcome as are people who want to work on the technical side. 

We encourage other directors to take the reins of their own pet projects, allowing 
them to cast freely and create individual shows with the backing of our excellent 
technical and production crew. Our only insistence is that the final show should 
entertain and stimulate our discerning audience and should exude that sense of 
professionalism we strive for.

Gallery have won several awards including the NODA Eastern Area Shield for Best 
Production with ‘Carnival’ & ‘Putting it Together’ and the Councillors Cup for ‘The 
Bakers Wife’ and ‘Kiss Me Like You Mean It’.

Please visit our website at www.galleryplayers.co.uk for details of all our shows 
past and future. Please sign up with your email address if you would like us to keep 
you informed of what we are doing and receive our ‘newsletters’ which will give 
details of any workshops/auditions we may be holding.

Our Motto is ‘Making Theatre Exciting’ which we like to think we do, most of the   
time!

Gallery Players were formed in 1985 by Pat Taplin to produce rarely performed 
plays and musicals that larger companies would find uneconomic or which only use 
a few actors. The company quickly established a reputation for quality and 
excellence. Our aims are broadly speaking:

To act as vehicle for engaging new talent as well as established members.

To foster links with schools and colleges.

 

We generally stage three productions a year.

To embrace both new and established works.

To foster a group of actors and technicians that are truly a community.

Performing lesser known shows is always difficult, particularly when it comes to 
building an audience and balancing the books, but by sticking to our aims we have 
grown an audience, that, hopefully, trust us to produce interesting work.

To exploit a niche for staging productions that are progressive and exciting in 
both content and execution.

The company is run by a small steering group: Dave Borthwick, Helen Clarke, 
Steve Taplin and  Steve Wooldridge .



 Summer 2019 The Lady In The Van, by Alan Bennett, Autumn 2019 

TBC, Spring 2020 Macbeth (see back pages for further details).

 Future Productions:-

 1985 Cowardy Custard, 1986 Happy as a Sandbag, 1987 Sail Away, 

1988 Something’s Afoot, 1989 Company, 1990 The Best Little 

Whorehouse in Texas, 1991 The Hired Man, 1992 Snoopy - The 

Musical, A Little Night Music, 1993 Stepping Out, Cabaret, 1994 

Assassins, The Ghost Train, Into the Woods, Hobson’s Choice, 1995 

Man of La Mancha, Steel Magnolia’s, City of Angels, Scent of 

Flowers, 1996 Little Shop of Horrors, The Most Happy Fella, Blue 

Remembered Hills, 1997 Dancing at Lughnasa, Pacific Overtures, 

Chicago, Hard Times, 1998 The Resistible Rise of Arturo Ui, Sweeney 

Todd (The Demon Barber of Fleet Street), Shadowlands, 

Something’s Afoot, 1999 Carnival, Trip to Bountiful, The Boys From 

Syracuse, Tons of Money, 2000 On Golden Pond, The Bakers Wife, 

Kiss of the Spiderwoman, A Slice of Saturday Night, One Flew Over 

The Cuckoo’s Nest, 2001 Mrs Warren’s Profession, A Funny Thing 

Happened On The Way To The Forum, Billy, Breezeblock Park, 2002 

The Memory of Water, Flora The Red Menace, A Slice of Saturday 

Night, Radio Times, 2003 Kiss Me Like You Mean It, Days of Hope, 

Honk!, And A Nightingale Sang, 2004 Bouncers, Merrily We Roll 

Along, Talking Heads, You’re A Good Man Charlie Brown, 2005 

Kindertransport, She Loves Me, A Night At The Dogs, 2006 Amy's 

View, Passion, With Love, Colder Than Here, 2007 This Happy Breed, 

Grand Hotel, You Want Chilli Sauce With That & Marry Me A Little, 

The Sunshine Boys, 2008 Oh Kay!, Spend Spend Spend, To Kill A 

Mockingbird, 2009 The Long Road, Follies, Flare Path, 2010 

Ordinary Days, Rent, Spring & Port Wine, 2011 My Mother Said I 

Never Should, Our House, Heroes,  2012 Putting it Together, Love 

Story, Be My Baby, 2013 A Man of No Importance, Into the Woods, 

The Importance of Being Earnest, 2014 Oh What a Lovely War!, 

Galileo, The History Boys,  2015 A Day in the Death of Joe Egg, 

Hairspray, A Streetcar Named Desire, 2016 Jumpers For Goalposts, 

The House Of Bernarda Alba, Spring Awakening, Ushers, 2017 

Urinetown, Far From The Madding Crowd, 2018 Wolf Hall, Grow Up 

Grandad, Lucky Stiff, 2019 The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling 

Bee. 

Past	Shows:-



Macbeth

spring 2020



this amateur produc�on of ‘The Lady in the Van’ is presented by special arrangement with SAMUEL FRENCH Ltd.

present

First a book, a play and then a 2015 film starring Maggie Smith, The Lady in 
the Van tells the true story of Alan Benne�'s strained friendship with Miss 
Mary Shepherd, an eccentric homeless woman whom Benne� befriended in 
1974 before allowing her ‘temporarily’ to park her Bedford van in the drive-
way of his Camden home. 

"One seldom was able to do her a good turn without some thoughts of 
strangula�on”.

The Lady In The Van centres on their extraordinary rela�onship, which for 
Benne� was a source of intrigue, frustra�on and compassion.

Gallery are proud to present the regional premiere of Alan Benne�’s 
wonderfully wi�y and poignant play about his rela�onship with an 
eccentric homeless lady parked on his drive in Camden.

As Alan Benne� very candidly admits, he and Miss Shepherd mutually 
benefi�ed from her presence; he provided her with a safe haven while she 
acted as his muse, providing endless humorous material with her rude 
interac�ons with the outside world.

For Alan Benne� charity truly began at home but li�le did he know that she 
would remain there for fi�een years. 

 The Lady in the Van is funny, poignant and in a climate where homelessness 
has struck record levels, inevitably topical. Every homeless person has their 
story. 
Gallery have once again assembled a talented cast of local actors to stage 

this life affirming play. Steve Wooldridge directs.

July24th - 28th box office
01473
295900book online & info @

www.galleryplayers.co.uk



gallery players
proudly present

‘A sparkling and ebullient celebra�on
of eccentricity and tolerance’.

July24th - 28th box office
01473
295900book online & info @

www.galleryplayers.co.uk


