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A New Brain is a musical comedy with music & lyrics by William Finn, who also co-
wrote the book with James Lapine. The musical is actually semi-autobiographical 
as composer William Finn underwent surgery for arteriovenous malforma�on in 
1992 having just won two Tony Awards for wri�ng the book, music & lyrics for 
False�os. Finn wrote many songs a�er he le� hospital and presented a concert of 
this work in 1996 and again in 1997; this concert would eventually grow into the 
musical you are about to see performed.

Director's Notes

I have loved the cast recording of this show for many years, having first heard I'd 
Rather Be Sailing and Heart and Music in various concerts with local companies. 
The music encapsulates so many contras�ng styles and genres, yet somehow 
blends together so beau�fully into a coherent piece that follows the highs and 
lows of a young man who doesn't know if he'll have the �me to do all the things he 
thought he'd do. Ini�ally, it was a hugely daun�ng project trying to direct a 
musical comedy with such heavy themes but Finn and Lapine have wri�en so 
incredibly honestly and with such wit and humour that so much of the hard work 
is done for you. On top of this, I've been so lucky to be able to assemble such a 
wonderful cast of performers who have brought so much talent, intelligence and 
passion to the rehearsal room. There have been so many laughs in rehearsals as 
well as thought-provoking conversa�ons and a fantas�c team spirit so we are 
incredibly excited for audiences to see this rarely-performed gem of a musical.

Wade Abli� - Director



Produc�on Team 

Director/Choreographer - Wade Abli�
Musical Director - Olly Wood

Stage Manager - Mark Vaughan
Set  - Dave Borthwick

Costumes - Wade Abli�
Ligh�ng - Ken Friars

AV Design - Wade Abli�
AV Opera�on - Lexi Abli�

Set Construc�on - Dave Borthwick, Norman Ru�erford & Cast
Programme Design - Steve Taplin

Front of House - Mike & Judy Wadman, Steve & Linda 
Wooldridge, Maggie Mudd, Sue Goodall, Norman Ru�erford
Publicity Photography - Tom Stafford, Caitlin Keenan-Jones

Rehearsal/Produc�on Photography - Peter Ling
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Band
Piano/Conductor - Olly Wood

Synth - Ma�hew Snow
Bass - Dermot Gillespie-Gardiner
Bass (On Friday) - Karl Younger

Reeds - Lucy Hall
Percussion - Fred Double
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Olly Wood
Musical Director



Frogs Have So Much Spring - Gordo

Act One

Calamari - Gordo, Rhoda, Waitress, Mr. Bungee

Heart and Music - Company

Trouble in his Brain - Dr. Jafar

Sailing - Roger, Gordo

Gordo's Law Of Gene�cs - Minister, Company

Just Go - Gordo, Roger

Poor, Unsuccessful and Fat - Minister, Richard, Gordo, Mr. 
Bungee

Roger Arrives - Rhoda, Mimi, Roger, Gordo

Craniotomy - Company

I Have So Many Songs - Gordo

911 Emergency - Rhoda, Hospital Staff

Si�ng Becalmed in the Lee of Cu�yhunk - Company

Mother's Gonna Make Things Fine - Mimi, Gordo

Be Polite - Mr. Bungee

Family History - Nancy D, Richard, Mimi

And They're Off - Gordo, Company

Act Two
An Invita�on to Sleep in My Arms - Gordo, Roger, Rhoda, 

Mimi

Change - The Homeless Lady

Yes - Gordo, Mr. Bungee, Company

In The Middle of the Room (Pt. 1) - Gordo, Mimi

The Music S�ll Plays On - Mimi

The Homeless Lady's Revenge - Homeless Lady, Gordo,

A Really Lousy Day in the Universe - Homeless Lady, 
RogerBrain Dead - Gordo, Roger

Sailing (Reprise) - Gordo

Roger

Time and Music - Company

Ea�ng Myself Up Alive - Richard, Company

Throw It Out - Mimi 

In The Middle of the Room (pt. 2) - Gordo

Whenever I Dream - Rhoda 

I Feel So Much Spring - Gordo, Company

Don't Give In - Mr. Bungee

Time - Gordo, Roger

You Boys Are Gonna Get Me In Such Trouble - Richard, 
Gordo, Roger

Musical Numbers



In Rehearsal



Gordo
Dayle Saunders

Homeless Lady
Jan Needle

Rhoda
Aimeé Salmon

Waitress / Nancy D. 
Saranna Parlone

Mr. Bungee
Ryan Cope

Dr. Jafar Berensteiner
Adrian Russell

Richard
Ashley Be�s

The Minister
Wade Abli�

Mimi
Amanda Langley

Roger Delli-Bovi
Michael Haywood-Smith

Cast (In Order of Appearance)



Michael Haywood-Smith - Roger
Michael returns to the world of Musical Theatre a�er taking a brief hiatus for the last couple of years. Michael has performed with several 
companies all around the local area and has previously played varied roles such as the Tin Man in "The Wizard of Oz", Will Parker in 
"Oklahoma!", Lysander in "A Midsummer Night's Dream", Monsieur Andre in "The Phantom of the Opera" and Peter in "Jesus Christ 
Superstar". Michael has loved the rehearsal process and working along this incredibly talented cast and produc�on team and although 
he'd "rather be sailing", he's very happy to be on the stage!

Ashley Be�s - Richard

Ryan Cope - Mr. Bungee
Ryan is very enthusias�c about making his Gallery Players debut with the amazing role of Mr Bungee! Having previously played the roles 
of Don Price in "Big Fish" and Lurch in "The Addams Family", Ryan is excited to be involved with “A New Brain”, an amazing show with an 
incredible cast that he knows that you are going to thoroughly love!

Wade Abli� - The Minister
"A New Brain" is a show that Wade has loved for many years due to its incredible music and it's genius 
storytelling in the way that the heavy source material is trea�ng in such a fun, light hearted and 
entertaining way. It's been a pleasure performing alongside this wonderful cast a�er having to step into 
the role during the rehearsal process and to get to sing William Finn's incredible score is a gi� (the 

iconic "Heart and Music" is a favourite).  Wade has been performing with The Gallery Players for several years playing some fantas�c roles 
thsuch as Bobby Strong in "Urinetown" and William Barfee in "The 25  Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee" as well as appearing in their 

produc�ons of "Our House", "Hairspray" and "The Lady in The Van". Other favourite roles include Uncle Harry in "Berlin Girl" (2019 
Edinburgh Fringe), Henry Allardyce in "Be�y Blue Eyes", Princeton/Rod in "Avenue Q" and The Proprietor in "Assassins".

Ashley is delighted to be making his Gallery Players debut as the "nice nurse" Richard. Ashley has been involved with Ipswich Scout and 
Guide Gang Show since 2000 and has been on their produc�on team since 2015. Previous roles include Coach Bolton in “High School 
Musical” with the Co-op Juniors (2008), Papageno in Mozart's “Die Zauberflöte/The Magic Flute” with Chichester University (2009) and 
Brian in “Avenue Q” with CBM Theatre (2015). This is also Ashley's first �me performing at the Sir John Mills Theatre, a venue he has 
admired for many years.

 



Saranna Parlone - Waitress/Nancy D
This is Saranna's first Gallery Players show and is thrilled to have been cast as the role(s) of Waitress/Nancy D, and she has thoroughly enjoyed 
being a part of such a wonderful show alongside a gi�ed cast and produc�on team. Saranna has always been enthusias�c about musical 
theatre, pursuing her passion by currently studying Performing Arts in her second year at Suffolk One, as well as having performed with a 
number of different theatre companies, such as CBM Theatre, FADS, Deben Players and IODS. As well as juggling with her college studies, she 
is keeping herself excep�onally busy by currently preparing for further shows that will be taking place in December and January 2020, playing 
Ki�y in “Tunswick'”with Wide Eye Produc�ons and Mother Superior in “Sister Act” with Suffolk One. Saranna has had a great laugh during the 
rehearsal process and hopes you enjoy the show just as much as she enjoys performing in it.

Jan Needle - Lisa, The Homeless Lady

Amanda Langley - Mimi Schwinn
A�er declaring to her singing teachers 20 years ago that Musical Theatre was not really her bag, 
Amanda was encouraged to audi�on for “Half A Sixpence” with IODS Theatre Company and landed her 
first role as Shop Girl with the one and only line of "And a fat head!". Since then, Amanda has loved 
performing in many more produc�ons with IODS, Co-op Juniors, Paper Lantern, Wide Eye Produc�ons 

and Majes�c Voices. Her favourite role to date being Jane Smart in “Witches of Eastwick” (which had lots more lines in it!). Amanda is 
delighted to join Gallery Players, playing the role of Mimi who is lovingly detestable and whilst not the best role model for motherhood, 
does get to show her so�er side. Rehearsals have been a joy led by Wade and Olly and with the fabulous cast who Amanda is in awe of 
and feels privileged to perform alongside.

This is Jan's second appearance with Gallery Players, having performed in “Spelling Bee” earlier this year with several of her fellow “A New 
Brain” cast members. The role of the Homeless Woman has been fun to play in a show full of quirky characters and silliness. Jan has been 
performing on stage since the age of 14 and has taken many lead and suppor�ng roles with various theatre companies and venues over the 
years. Favourite shows to date include “Sweet Charity”, “Li�le Shop of Horrors”, “Songs for a New World”, “Spelling Bee” and “Rock of Ages”. 
When not performing on stage, Jan has been known to sing with two local bands, whose repertoire includes disco, pop and rock covers. 
However, her first love will always be the stage. Sit back and enjoy the silliness of “A New Brain”!



Aimeé Salmon - Rhoda
Since moving to the Suffolk area two years ago, Aimee has performed with many different companies. This is Aimee's third show with Gallery 
players having been involved in "Spelling Bee" and "The Lady in the Van" earlier on this year. Aimee has very much enjoyed working on this 
produc�on even though she doesn't know what's going on half the �me! The role of Rhoda has been an enjoyable role to play, especially her 
very wordy song. Some of Aimee's previous favourite roles include; Marcy Park in “Spelling Bee” & Dainty June in “Gypsy”.

Adrian Russell - Dr. Jafar Berensteiner
Adrian is excited to be returning to the stage to play the role of Dr Jafar Berensteiner, and has thoroughly 
enjoyed working with this mul�-talented cast and produc�on team. No stranger to the stage, he first 
treaded the boards as Oik the Caveman in Monks Eleigh Primary School's produc�on of “Tomorrow and 
Tomorrow”. A 10 year rest period ended when Adrian was en�ced back to appear in the IODS produc�on 

of “Seven Brides for Seven Brothers” and for the last 30 years has been seen performing with local socie�es in Suffolk. His favourite roles to 
date include Riff in “West Side Story” and Ethan in “The Full Monty” (twice) with IODS and Flash in “Flash Gordon the Musical” with BATS. 
Adrian would like to thank Debbie and his 3 boys for pu�ng up with him juggling work, rehearsals and home life for the last few months.

Dayle Saunders - Gordon Schwinn
Dayle is excited to be performing his second show with the Gallery Players as the rather introverted Gordon Schwinn. His previous roles 
include Orin Scrivello DDS in “Li�le Shop of Horrors” and Karl the Giant in “Big Fish” that were both recognised for local awards. Other 
roles include Leaf Coneybear in the “25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee”, Franz in “Rock of Ages” and a sma�ering of other 
characters in shows such as “My Fair Lady” and “Footloose”. Dayle has found “A New Brain” to be the most challenging show he has ever 
done, to go from playing such larger than life caricatures to the much more grounded Gordon si�ng in a hospital bed has been very 
difficult but ul�mately he is proud of himself for persevering, hopefully delivering an entertaining performance in the process and not 
encouraging the audience to leave when he sings his favourite number of the show "Just Go". He would like to thank the amazing people 
in his life for pu�ng up with his stressing and whinging during the rehearsal process, namely his girlfriend Ebony, his Mum, his cast 
mates, his shrink, his hedgehog... Pre�y much everybody. Cheers guys! All in all Dayle hopes you have a great �me and enjoy the clever 
wri�ng, sincere moments and the wacky an�cs that make this show fantas�c!.



 1985 Cowardy Custard, 1986 Happy as a Sandbag, 1987 Sail Away, 1988 Something’s Afoot, 1989 Company, 1990 The Best Little 

Whorehouse in Texas, 1991 The Hired Man, 1992 Snoopy - The Musical, A Little Night Music, 1993 Stepping Out, Cabaret, 1994 

Assassins, The Ghost Train, Into the Woods, Hobson’s Choice, 1995 Man of La Mancha, Steel Magnolias, City of Angels, Scent of 

Flowers, 1996 Little Shop of Horrors, The Most Happy Fella, Blue Remembered Hills, 1997 Dancing at Lughnasa, Pacific Overtures, 

Chicago, Hard Times, 1998 The Resistible Rise of Arturo Ui, Sweeney Todd (The Demon Barber of Fleet Street), Shadowlands, 

Something’s Afoot, 1999 Carnival, Trip to Bountiful, The Boys From Syracuse, Tons of Money, 2000 On Golden Pond, The Bakers 

Wife, Kiss of the Spiderwoman, A Slice of Saturday Night, One Flew Over The Cuckoo’s Nest, 2001 Mrs Warren’s Profession, A 

Funny Thing Happened On The Way To The Forum, Billy, Breezeblock Park, 2002 The Memory of Water, Flora The Red Menace, A 

Slice of Saturday Night, Radio Times, 2003 Kiss Me Like You Mean It, Days of Hope, Honk!, And A Nightingale Sang, 2004 Bouncers, 

Merrily We Roll Along, Talking Heads, You’re A Good Man Charlie Brown, 2005 Kindertransport, She Loves Me, A Night At The 

Dogs, 2006 Amy's View, Passion, With Love, Colder Than Here, 2007 This Happy Breed, Grand Hotel, You Want Chilli Sauce With 

That & Marry Me A Little, The Sunshine Boys, 2008 Oh Kay!, Spend Spend Spend, To Kill A Mockingbird, 2009 The Long Road, 

Follies, Flare Path, 2010 Ordinary Days, Rent, Spring & Port Wine, 2011 My Mother Said I Never Should, Our House, Heroes,  2012 

Putting it Together, Love Story, Be My Baby, 2013 A Man of No Importance, Into the Woods, The Importance of Being Earnest, 2014 

Oh What a Lovely War!, Galileo, The History Boys,  2015 A Day in the Death of Joe Egg, Hairspray, A Streetcar Named Desire, 2016 

Jumpers For Goalposts, The House Of Bernarda Alba, Spring Awakening, Ushers, 2017 Urinetown, Far From The Madding Crowd, 

2018 Wolf Hall, Grow Up Grandad, Lucky Stiff, 2019 The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee, The Lady In The Van, A New 

Brain.

 Future Productions:-
 Spring 2020 Macbeth, Summer 2020 The Mystery of Edwin Drood

Past Shows:-



Macbeth

30th March - 4th April 2020
Sir John Mills Theatre, Ipswich


