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'Like chaos never happens if it's never seen'.   Bruce

'I want to know what's true, dig deep into who and what and why and when, until now gives way 

to then'.   Alison 

Winner of five Tony Awards including Best Musical and Best Original Score.

★★★★★  “A ground-breaking masterpiece” - The Independent

Bruce Bechdel

1936 -1980



DIRECTORS NOTES

We meet Alison at three stages of her life: as a child in the 1970's, as a college student finding first love and as an 

adult trying to understand her picture perfect but uniquely dysfunctional family. The atmosphere in rehearsals 

has been wonderful. 

I was fortunate enough to see Fun Home when it was first staged in the UK at the Young Vic in 2018 and was 

spellbound by it. Fun Home is based on Alison Bechdel’s graphic novel and memoir Fun Home: A Family Tragicomic which 

was published in 2006. Time Magazine named it the Best Book of 2006. The fact that this musical is based on a true 

story brings with it an added impetus and responsibility to the cast and creative team to portray things truthfully 

and in a balanced way. 

Finally, I would like to thank Helen Clarke for her trust in allowing me to grow the seed she had 

sown with Fun Home; I am sure my lovely cast and crew would join with me in wishing her well.

         STEVE WOOLDRIDGE

 

I have said many times that I have a real passion for the rehearsal process. Rehearsals have been very enjoyable 

and very collaborative and I must pay tribute to my wonderful Creative Team, Suzie Lowe, Matt 

Snow, Dave Borthwick and Evie White for their commitment in bringing this production to 

fruition and to my lovely cast for their time and their talent.

Fun Home is a beautiful and refreshingly honest musical about seeing your parents through grown up eyes, of 

coming out and of coming to terms with a life shaped by family secrets. Looking back on her complex relationship 

with her father, Alison dives deep into her past to tell the story of the volatile, brilliant man whose temperament 

and secrets defined her childhood - and finds that they had more in common than she ever knew. It is told in a 

series of non-linear vignettes connected by narration provided by the adult Alison character.



(Show Week   Olly Wood)

Costumes   Suzanne Lowe

Lighting and Sound Operative   Ruben Hood

Programme Design   Steve Taplin

CREATIVE TEAM

Musical Director   Matthew Snow

Set Design   Dave Borthwick

Lighting and Sound    James Aleksic

Publicity Design   Evie White

Programme Content   Steve Wooldridge

Director   Steve Wooldridge

Choreography   Suzanne Lowe

Set Construction   Dave Borthwick, Steve Wooldridge, Norman Rutterford, Steve Taplin, 

Lewis Last

Properties   Maggie Mudd

Slides and Graphic Design   Evie White

Photography   Mike Kwasniak

Setting    The story is set in the Bechdel family's home in rural Pennsylvania,  their family 

owned funeral home and Oberlin College from 1970 to the present day.

Chaperones   Samantha Morgans, Corrin Wallace, Nick Aleksic, Steve Watt, Patsy Bugg, 

Michaela Boardley

Stage Manager   Matt Meyrick

Suzie Lowe

Matt Snow

Steve Wooldridge



in rehearsal



Changing My Major     Medium Alison

Raincoat of Love     Bobby Jeremy and Company

Telephone Wire     Alison and Bruce

Not Too Bad     Medium Alison

Pony Girl     Bruce

Days and Days     Helen

Edges of the World     Bruce

Party Dress     Bruce, Small Alison Medium Alison

Welcome to our House on Maple Avenue     Helen, Alison, Small 

Alison, John, Christian, Bruce, and Roy

It All Comes Back (Opening)     Small Alison, Alison, Bruce, and 

Company

Come to the Fun Home     Small Alison, Christian, John

Helen’s Étude     Alison, Helen, Bruce, Roy, Small Alison, 

Medium Alison, John, and Christian

Maps     Alison

Ring of Keys     Small Alison

Flying Away     Alison, Medium Alison, and Small Alison

MUSICAL NUMBERS

Piano / Conductor   Olly Wood

Reed   Maddie Wegg & Oliver Pigram

Guitar   ‘Dave Twangy’

Bass   Alex Golden 

Cello   Hattie Bennet

BAND

Violin/Viola    Emily Bennet & Mary Kate 

Ingram

Percussion   James Harman



CAST           Alison (42 Years old, a cartoonist)    Lesley Burrows

Small Alison (around 9 years old)

Monday Wednesday Friday   Chloe Boardley 

Tuesday Thursday Saturday   Molly Raishbrook 

                                                                                                        

Bruce Bechdel (Alison's father)  Tim Holder

Christian Bechdel (Alison's older brother)

 Monday Wednesday Friday   Louie Bloomfield

Tuesday Thursday Saturday   Sebastian Merrigan

John Bechdel (Alison's younger brother)

 Helen Bechdel (Alison's mother)   Catherine Roberts

Medium Alison (19 Years old, a college freshman)   Riley Britchfield

Monday Wednesday Friday   Jensen Minns

Tuesday Thursday Saturday   Toby Moore

Joan (Alison’s ‘revelation’)   Martha Cason

Pete (a mourner)

Roy (a young man Bruce hires to do yard work)

Bobby Jeremy (an imaginary Television Character)  Jordan Peck

Mark (a High School Junior) 



in rehearsal



in rehearsal



I have enjoyed the tips the cast have given me to improve my singing  and acting skills. 

Small Alison is a stubborn and strong character but doesn't mind doing something for her dad. 

My favourite part of the production is when we have lots of fun doing 'Raincoat of Love', because 

we get to dance around freely. 

Molly Raishbrook - Small Alison

Chloe Boardley - Small Alison 

I have had a blast working on Fun Home with this amazing cast. My favourite part about this 

show is that the part I'm playing is so different to any part I've played before. It's been 

challenging yet so fun to delve into Medium Alison's character! This is my third show at the 

Gallery Studio Theatre and I can't wait to get back on stage and share the amazing true story of 

Fun Home!

I've really enjoyed getting to know the company and working with them on the singing and 

acting together. I've loved bringing this story to life. Having three Alisons is really interesting 

and I get to show a really important part of her life. I've loved playing Small Alison because she 

is her own person and unique.

Louie Bloomfield - Christian

Riley Britchfield - Medium Alison

I have enjoyed working with all of the cast because they are all really friendly and give me lots 

of guidance. I especially like my character Christian as he's very confident and fun. Fun Home 

has really grown my confidence to perform well and learn new ways to entertain an audience. 

Sebastian Merrigan - Christian

I've had a great time making new friends and enjoying the experience of performing with 

such talented and creative people. What I love about my character is that as the eldest of the 

siblings, Christian brings humour to the play, whether this be through witty lines or playful 

actions.



Lesley Burrows - Alison 

Having very little in common with Alison Bechdel, I entered this production process with 

more than the usual trepidation. However it's clear that we all identify with, and navigate 

common themes like love, loss, truths and fears. It's been so satisfying to collaborate with 

the creative team, and fellow cast members, to bring Alison's version of this story to life. It's 

such a wonderful musical.

Helen Bechdel - Catherine Roberts

I have loved how challenging it has been to portray Helen's character. Having to ensure that 

you are delivering the sensitive topics in a way that is accurate to the piece has been a 

privilege. Rehearsing with such a lovely small team of people has been a great experience 

and I have loved the process, reconnecting with old friends and making new ones.  

The original narrative was written as an act of self healing in a way.  Fun Home is  an 

extraordinary piece of musical theatre that  might prompt people to heal or at least look at 

the struggles that we all face in a different way.

 I've never had the responsibility of portraying a once living, breathing person, let alone a 

character as complex as Bruce Bechdel. He's often not an easy person to like, he has major 

struggles, makes huge errors of judgement and does 'dumb and dangerous things', but don't 

we all at some point in our lives?

I have found the rehearsal process fascinating. Because it is based on a true story  everyone 

in the cast wants to do it justice. 

 It has been a real privilege to 'dig deep into the who, what, why and when' of him and the family 

I think he tries to love in his own way. I hope we all might come away from the show with 

something that might make us better people.

Tim Holder -Bruce Bechdel 



Toby Moore - John

I love that Fun Home celebrates being yourself and I have enjoyed learning about the 

history of the show. I love John because he's carefree and imaginative, despite the 

difficult family dynamics. My favourite bits are dancing in the TV commercial and being 

in the coffin! I want to thank everyone for being so kind and supportive to me in 

rehearsals. 

I have loved being a part of this beautiful show, the best part has been working with the 

talented cast and creative team. Joan represents a character in the community that 

whilst coming out we look up to and seek guidance from but eventually hope to become. 

I hope everyone can resonate with her confidence and ability to be unapologetically 

herself. 

Martha Cason -Joan 

Jordan Peck - Roy, Pete, Mark, Bobby Jeremy

This is my first show with the Gallery Players and my first big role in a musical. It's been 

awesome working with and learning from the other children and grown-ups. I've learnt so 

much. Playing John has been a blast - he's the cheeky and joyful sibling, which makes 

him so much fun to bring to life. The commercial scene is definitely my favourite part of 

the show. I can't wait for everyone to see our performance!

Jensen Minns - John

 I have enjoyed doing this show for its challenging material combined with its beautiful 

music and lyrics. I have also enjoyed the rehearsal process because I am getting to 

explore new creative challenges, as well as getting to work alongside some very talented 

adults and children. I am playing four separate characters, but if I had to choose one that 

I liked best, then it would be Roy. He is cheeky, confident, and willing to take risks.



She came to terms with her sexuality as a 19-year-old junior 

who just transferred to Oberlin College, Ohio. “I came out by 

reading books, not by having actual experiences with other people. I had this very formative moment: I 

was browsing in my college bookstore and I found this book called Word Is Out. It was a book about a 

documentary film that had been made which was interviews with a whole bunch of gay men and 

lesbians.… I was spellbound by this book and as I was reading it, I had this simultaneous realization 

that, "Oh my God, I am one of these people in this book," and also that it was OK. 

Just like that, I accepted it in myself. I didn't have any long period of struggle. 

I had this great opportunity because of the moment, the generational 

moment, when I came out. It was OK to be gay in 1980. ...”

She began cartooning after college. Her comic strip, Dykes to Watch Out For, 

was in newspaper syndication for 25 years from 1983 to 2008. It appeared 

first in a letter to a friend - she made a drawing of a 'crazy lesbian' holding a 

pot of coffee. She captioned the piece: Dykes to Watch Out For, plate No. 27.

Graphic artist and author of the graphic novel Fun Home.

“Getting out of bed as a lesbian was a political, radical act,” Bechdel says. “I 

wasn't addressing the people who thought we didn't exist or shouldn't exist, 

just for us to see ourselves. I wanted to tell the truth about my life.”

ALISON BECHDEL

 

Alison Bechdel is an iconic figure in LGBT+ culture.



In 2006 she published Fun Home: A Family Tragicomic. Time Magazine named it the Best Book of 2006.

“I could never have foreseen it,” she says of the musical's success. “I was deeply 

moved. That first moment of hearing it: I just felt it was this great gift. I felt seen…...”

After years of cartooning, Bechdel changed her focus to graphic memoir.

Before Fun Home, she had worked in relative obscurity; fame, let alone fortune, seemed unlikely ever to 

be on the cards. But with the book's acclaimed publication, its appearance on the New York Times 

Bestseller List and then the musical version of Fun Home, adapted by playwright Lisa Kron and composer 

Jeanine Tesori, all that changed.

The book is about her father, the late Bruce Bechdel, an English teacher and funeral home director. 

Bechdel's coming out to her parents coincided with her discovery that her father was gay too. Fun Home 

told the story of her father's suicide — one she referred to as a 'political story.' “It was so clear that his 

death was a direct result of the sexual shame and secrecy he had to live with.”

"In many ways my life, my professional career has been a reaction to my father's life, 

his life of secrecy," Bechdel says. "I threw myself into the gay community, into this 

life as a lesbian cartoonist, deciding I was going to be a professional lesbian. In a 

way, that was all my way of healing myself…. A lot of people have found the book 

liberating and helpful and that's a great thing. But was it worth it? I think it was 

worth it."

 Dykes to Watch Out For also gave rise to the 'Bechdel Test’. “Back in 1985, I wrote an episode of my comic 

strip where two women are talking to each other. They want to go see a movie and one woman says, "I'll 

only go to a movie if it satisfies three criteria….” I have to confess, I stole this whole thing from a friend of 

mine ... She said, "I'll only see a movie if it has at least two women in it who talk to each other about something 

besides a man." That left very, very few movies in 1985…. Still, surprisingly, few films actually pass it.”



JEANINE TESORI

Jeanine Tesori ranks amongst the most prolific and honoured female 

theatrical composers in history, with five Broadway musicals and six 

Tony Award nominations 

Her major works include Kimberly Akimbo, Fun Home, Caroline, or Change, 

Shrek The Musical, Thoroughly Modern Millie, and Violet. 

Fun Home was also awarded the 2015 Tony Award for Best Musical and 

the 2014 Obie Award for writing for musical theatre.

Lisa Kron is an American actress and playwright. She is best known 

for writing the lyrics and book for Fun Home, for which she won Tony 

Awards for both Best Original Score and Best Book of a Musical.

She won the 1999 Drama Desk Award for Outstanding Music in a Play for 

Nicholas Hytner’s production of Twelfth Night at The Lincoln Centre, the 

2004 Drama Desk Award for Outstanding Music for Caroline, or Change, 

the Tony Award for Best Original Score for Fun Home (shared with Lisa 

Kron), making them the first female writing team to win that award, 

and the 2023 Tony Award for Best Original Score for Kimberly Akimbo 

(shared with David Lindsay-Abaire). She was named a Pulitzer Prize for 

Drama finalist twice for Fun Home and Soft Power. 

LISA KRON
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Alan Ayres - Coop Juniors

We would like to thank the following for their help and assistance:-

Julie Aleksic of Limelight Performers, for her help with finding 

chaperones.

Tracey Hynard, Child Employment and Entertainments Officer SCC.

Theresa Miller - Rehearsal pianist

Chris - Ipswich Furniture Project

Kelly Fletcher and Suffolk New College for loan of Blocks

All the parents of the performing children for their never ending patience in ferrying the 

children to and from rehearsals.

We couldn’t have done without you!



Since 2019 Gallery Players has been a Charity and every penny we make goes back into the shows and the upkeep and improvement of The 
Studio.

Gallery Players started back in 1985. Pat Taplin decided, with a group of friends, that in order to get the kind of Theatre they wanted to see 
performed locally, they’d have to do it themselves.

Although this direc�on brings many freedoms, to uncover hidden and forgo�en gems of theatre that other groups wouldn’t tackle, it can 
also be financially challenging for us, as we inevitably take more box office risks.

Perhaps  £2.50, £5 or £10, nothing silly (unless you wanted to!) which over a year would build to be incredibly useful to us and most welcome. 
Furthermore, if you are a tax payer this amount could grow 25% at no cost to you through Gi� Aid.

Ha�e Benne�, Di Borthwick, Julian Bradbrook & Liz Stevens, Sarah Caddick, Lisa Cheadle, Chris Dunne�, Tony Flack, Stuart Hume, 
Teresa & Paul Jennings, Liz Pe�man, Sammi Morgans, David Su�on and Brian Theodore Ralph

What a lovely bunch you are!

Moun�ng lesser known, rarely produced plays and musicals has always been our forte and we’d like to think we’ve been doing it rather well 
for close to 40 years!

We don’t just want to ‘get by with a li�le help .....’ as the Beatles sang, we want to Thrive and Flourish!

The ‘flip’ side, of course, is  paying a ‘commercial’ rent and all the associated costs that go with running and maintaining the building.

Thank-you all for suppor�ng our shows and perhaps you to will consider becoming a ‘Gallery Friend’ too?

We were hoping you’d consider making a manageable monthly dona�on?

In 2021 we took another ‘leap’, moving into our very own premises, The Gallery Studio Theatre. A dream for a decade had been realised. 
The opportuni�es the Studio gives us are immense, no rushed get-ins a couple of days before opening night, the ability to rehearse and build 

a show in the same space it will be performed in - all huge posi�ves.

So, we’re asking for a li�le help from you, our dear friends and supporters.

More details of the scheme and other ways to help, such as ‘one off’ dona�ons, are on our website (www.galleryplayers.co.uk), scan the QR 
code below or pick up a leaflet in the Studio foyer .

Our current Friends are:-

friends scheme
Gallery Players (CIO). Charity number:- 1186641
www.galleryplayers.co.uk for more info.

getting by with a little help from our friends ...



1985 Cowardy Custard, 1986 Happy as a Sandbag, 1987 Sail Away, 1988 Something’s Afoot, 1989 Company, 1990 The Best Little Whorehouse in Texas, 

1991 The Hired Man, 1992 Snoopy - The Musical, A Little Night Music, 1993 Stepping Out, Cabaret, 1994 Assassins, The Ghost Train, Into the Woods, 

Hobson’s Choice, 1995 Man of La Mancha, Steel Magnolias, City of Angels, Scent of Flowers, 1996 Little Shop of Horrors, The Most Happy Fella, Blue 

Remembered Hills, 1997 Dancing at Lughnasa, Pacific Overtures, Chicago, Hard Times, 1998 The Resistible Rise of Arturo Ui, Sweeney Todd (The Demon 

Barber of Fleet Street), Shadowlands, Something’s Afoot, 1999 Carnival, Trip to Bountiful, The Boys From Syracuse, Tons of Money, 2000 On Golden 

Pond, The Bakers Wife, Kiss of the Spider Woman, A Slice of Saturday Night, One Flew Over The Cuckoo’s Nest, 2001 Mrs Warren’s Profession, A Funny 

Thing Happened On The Way To The Forum, Billy, Breezeblock Park, 2002 The Memory of Water, Flora The Red Menace, A Slice of Saturday Night, Radio 

Times, 2003 Kiss Me Like You Mean It, Days of Hope, Honk!, And A Nightingale Sang, 2004 Bouncers, Merrily We Roll Along, Talking Heads, You’re A Good 

Man Charlie Brown, 2005 Kindertransport, She Loves Me, A Night At The Dogs, 2006 Amy's View, Passion, With Love, Colder Than Here, 2007 This Happy 

Breed, Grand Hotel, You Want Chilli Sauce With That & Marry Me A Little, The Sunshine Boys, 2008 Oh Kay!, Spend Spend Spend, To Kill A Mockingbird, 

2009 The Long Road, Follies, Flare Path, 2010 Ordinary Days, Rent, Spring & Port Wine, 2011 My Mother Said I Never Should, Our House, Heroes,  2012 

Putting it Together, Love Story, Be My Baby, 2013 A Man of No Importance, Into the Woods, The Importance of Being Earnest, 2014 Oh What a Lovely 

War!, Galileo, The History Boys,  2015 A Day in the Death of Joe Egg, Hairspray, A Streetcar Named Desire, 2016 Jumpers For Goalposts, The House Of 

Bernarda Alba, Spring Awakening, Ushers, 2017 Urinetown, Far From The Madding Crowd, 2018 Wolf Hall, Grow Up Grandad, Lucky Stiff, 2019 The 25th 

Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee, The Lady In The Van, A New Brain, 2020 Gallery @ 35 (an online celebration), 2021 The Mystery of Edwin Drood, 

Macbeth, Bully Boy/Mortuary Sisters (a double bill), 2022 Celebrating Sondheim, Gutenberg - The Musical, Di & Viv & Rose, Come Back to the Five & 

Dime Jimmy Dean, Jimmy Dean, The Secret Diary of Adrian Mole aged 13 3/4 - The Musical, Sunday in the Park with George, 2023 Daddy Long Legs, The 

Kitchen Sink, Xanadu, Kiss of the Spider Woman, Piaf, 2024 Playhouse Creatures, A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Lovesong, The Bridges of Madison 

County, Parade, 2025 Fun Home.  :- Our 2025 season continues with God of Carnage in May, The Great British Bake Off Musical  in Future Productions

July (New Wolsey Theatre), The Way Old Friends Do in September, and Wonder Boy in November. For more info. www.galleryplayers.co.uk

have presented ......

exceptional theatre,
since 1985!                           

To find out more about us, how you might be able to help and the ‘Are You Si�ng Comfortably?’ 
campaign for improved auditorium sea�ng, please scan the QR code or visit our website.

www.galleryplayers.co.uk

Gallery Players are a Charity and operate out of the Gallery Studio Theatre. We are guided by a small 
‘Steering Group’ of theatre ‘lovies’ and aided by a melee of invaluable volunteers!

We don’t receive any grants or subsidies for our day to day running and rely solely on �ckets sales and 
kind dona�ons to keep doing what we do, and to maintain and improve our wonderful studio theatre.

40th
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ary
year
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TONY AWARDS
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